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R11-02 Support of Cincinnati Union Bethel and Anna Louise Inn

from: Diocese of Southern Ohio, Cincinnati

by Convention


Resolved, that the Bishop and Standing Committee of the Diocese of Southern Ohio communicate a strong endorsement of support for the Anna Louise Inn to the City Council and Mayor of Cincinnati, to the media, and to other agencies and businesses that have raised questions about the mission and location of the Anna Louise Inn, and be it further
Resolved, that such communication be completed during Advent 2011 as a message that confirms that Jesus was born of a poor woman to redeem all the world.

Explanation
The Anna Louise Inn, a program of Cincinnati Union Bethel, has provided safe and affordable housing for women for 102 years in its current location, the Lytle Park District. Because of the location of the Inn, women in Cincinnati have an option for permanent supportive housing in a location that is within walking distance of downtown Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky and that is close to a bus line.
The Anna Louise Inn is a good neighbor and contributes to the economic vitality of its neighborhood and the city. The July 2010 award to Cincinnati Union Bethel of tax credits from the Ohio Housing Finance Agency provide for the renovation and upgrade of the Anna Louise Inn facilities. The renovation will enable the Anna Louise Inn to remain in compliance with historic preservation standards. And, the renovation will create jobs. The renovation has been approved by the City of Cincinnati.
Successful center-city economic development is about using the best models where market-rate and affordable housing co-exist. The Lytle Park District has that. One Lytle Place, Park Place @ Lytle, many other market rate condominiums and apartments and the Anna Louise Inn have lived in harmony for years.
The Anna Louise Inn should remain where it is and continue its mission of providing safe and affordable housing for single women, which was identified as a top priority in the city’s “Homeless to Homes” plan. A business in the area is contesting the Anna Louise Inn’s right to continue its operations and the City of Cincinnati’s decision to approve the renovation.

Impact on formation and mission
God calls us to stand up for the least of these, our brethren.

Impact on budget
None
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