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ANNA LOUISE GRADUATION
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Photos by Leigh Taylor/The Enquirer

A

Graduate Amanda Hughes, right, receives a handmade quilt from facilitator
Lisha Lungelow after the Off the Streetis graduation at the Anna Louise Inn.

MORE THAN

A MILESTONE

Program helps
women beat
addiction,
prostitution

By Mark Curnutte

mecurnutte@enquirer.com

Amanda Hughes start
ed at less than zero.

Her mother was a hero-
in-addicted prostitute who
used the drug while preg-
nant with Amanda.

She introduced her
daughter to prostitution,
and Amanda would spend
more than 10 years selling
her body to feed her own
alcohol and drug addic-
tions.

On Friday afternoon, in
a basement meeting room
at the Anna Louise Inn in
Lytle  Park, Hughes
marked a significant mile-
stone.

Now 14 months clean
and sober, and six months
into a steady job at a fast-
food restaurant, Hughes
graduated from a rehab

Jennifer Roether,

A

right, gets a hug from volunteer

Nancy Baxter during the Off the Streets gradua-
tion Roether was one of seven graduates.

program for addicted and
broken women, Off the
Streets.

“This program taught
me to be a lady,” Hughes,
now 30, told an audience of
friends, relatives and pro-
gram supporters — includ-
ing Cincinnati Vice Mayor
Roxanne Qualls — who
gathered for the seven
graduates,

The ceremony comes at

a time when the Off the
Streets program and the
Anna Louise Inn, as well as
their parent nonprofit, Cin-
cinnati Union Bethel, have
been embroiled in a legal
battle with their corporate
neighbor, Western &
Southern Financial Group.

Western & Southern
has tried to stop Union

See STREETS, Page C5







